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Unit 5   Book Four 

Cruelty
Teaching Objectives

After learning this unit, Ss are supposed to be able to 
· grasp the main idea and the structure of the text.
· give reasons when they do the ranking activities and make predictions.

· master the key language points.

· conduct a series of reading, listening, speaking and writing activities related to the theme .

Time Allotment

1st and 2nd period------ Pre-reading Activities

3rd and 4th period------While-reading Activities

5th and 6th period -----Post-reading Activities and Section B

7th and 8th period------Listening and Speaking 

Teaching Contents

I. Important Points 

A. Key words and phrases: 

   Deceptive, definite, evidently, mild, wrinkle, transparent, trim, commit, constitution, trifle, be/go (all) to pieces, down and out, go broke, turn up, drive at, be taken back, stick to.
B. Key Sentence Patterns:

1) Unless I had heard the story from his own lips, I should 

     never have believed that he was capable of such an action . 

   2) I happened on one occasion to be spending a few lays there… 

II. Difficult Points

1. done (L44 P165):
  1) having been carried out or accomplished; finished结束的, 已经被执行或已经被完成的；完成的：
--a done deed一件完成了的事
Cooked adequately煮熟的; 烧得恰到好处的(通常作复合词)

--The meat is over-done.肉煮过火了。
--The beef is well done.

2) Socially acceptable合乎社会规矩的：
--Spitting on the street is just not done in polite society.

在街上吐痰，这在文明社会里是不得体的
--That isn't done.这样不合适。
3) (Infml) Totally worn out; exhausted.累坏的, 极度疲劳的；精疲力尽的
--The soldiers were too done to go any further.战士们疲倦得不能再走了。
4) done for  (Infml)  Doomed to death or destruction.注定要死的或破坏的
--You know, it may come out any day, and then we are done for.

你知道, 说不定哪一天都可能真相大白, 那时我们可就完蛋了。
--be done in/ up筋疲力尽 

--have done with结束
--Have you done with the scissors? 你剪完了吗？
Some sayings:

--Done ! 好! 行! 赞成!

--No sooner said than done.说到做到。
--Well done !干得好!

--What's done cannot be undone.[谚]事已定局, 无可挽回。(覆水难收)

Teaching Procedures

I. Pre-reading Activities  

A. Warm-up activities

Group discussion: 
1).Why do some people tend to be heartless and cruel? Were they born that way or did circumstances harden them? 
2).Do some people care too much for people in general and forget the needs of their closest friends? 
3) What are the determining forces in shaping human nature? (ask Ss randomly)
·  ----genes, family, parenting, schooling, peers, socioeconomic factors…
4) Look at the title, and then predict what the text is about, or what kinds of plot are possible under such a title.

“ A Friend In Need ” is , in fact , a person who doesn’t help , but rather (反而) kill his friend for nothing . The title A Friend in Need helps bring out the theme of the story : People aren’t always what they appear to be . First impressions of a person are not always right.

B. Background information: 

The author:

Somerset Maugham (1874-1965): a British writer considered to be one of the best writers of short stories in the English language. He also wrote plays and novels. His short stories, such as Miss Thompson(1921), and novels, including Of Human Bondage (1915), illustrate his economy of expression and masterly storytelling.

 毛姆，威（廉）·萨默塞特1874-1965英国作家，其短篇小说，如“桑普森小姐”(1921年)以及长篇小说 人性的枷锁(1915年)等，体现了他简炼的表达方式和高超的叙事技巧


His novels and short stories are characterized by great narrative facility, simplicity

of style, and a disillusioned and ironic point of view. 

Maugham was born in Paris and studied medicine at the University of Heidelberg

and at Saint Thomas’s Hospital, London. 

His partially autobiographical novel Of Human Bondage (1915《人性的枷锁》/《世网》是一部自传体小说，描述痛苦与不幸的磨难如何使主人公日臻成熟) is generally acknowledged as his masterpiece and is one of the best realistic English novels of the early 20th century. 

The Moon and Six Pence (1919)《月亮和六便士》is a story of the conflict between the artist

and conventional society, based on the life of the French painter Paul Gauguin 保罗高; 

Other novels are The Painted Veil (1925) (《华丽的面纱》。这篇小说 讲述的是上世纪20年代一对英国年轻夫妇在中国乡村的生活和情感经历), Cakes and Ale(1930《寻欢作乐》是他的得意之作,他一改以往作品中对女性的偏见,以爱慕者的身份来追忆一个美丽女人的一生, 点缀以许多文艺圈中的韵事逸闻.), Christmas Holiday(1939圣诞节), The Hour Before the Dawn(1942), The Razor’s Edge(1944) (《刀锋》作家试图通过一个青年人探求人生哲理的故事，揭示精神与实利主义之间的矛盾冲突。), and Catalina: A romance(1948 最后一部小说《卡塔丽娜》)。
Among the collections of his short stories are The Trembling of a Leaf(1921以大英帝国东方殖民地为背景、充满异国情调的短篇集《叶之震颤》),

which includes “Miss Thompson,” later dramatized as Rain; Ashenden: 《阿申登》or The British Agent(1928) (一些评论家认为现代侦探小说开始于毛姆1928年的小说的《阿申登》); First Person Singular(1931第一人称单数a short story collection); Ah King(1933); and Quartet(1948 consists of four stories: 'The Facts of Life', 'The Alien Corn', 'The Kite', and 'The Colonel's Lady.'事实'、'外国人玉米'、'风筝','上校的夫人. '). 

C. Key Words and Their Collocations 

1. deceptive: likely to deceive; misleading

--Appearances are deceptive.

    --The newspapers promised not to run deceptive ads in the future.

    --The company was charged with deceptive advertising for a number of products.

    --The play is also an observation about the deceptive nature of appearances.
    deceptively迷惑地, 虚伪地 adv.  deceptiveness欺骗性

2. for sb.’s (own) part /the part of: as far as sb. is concerned

--For my part I prefer living in the country.

    --Some young students, for their part, can stay up late playing computer games.

3. definite: clear; that can’t be doubted

 --I was wandering round the shop with no very definite aim.

     --Doctors have found a definite link between smoking and lung cancer.

4. (all) of a / one piece: the same in all parts; the same as sth. else 互相一致, .一致的
--The style of the book is all of a piece, in both illustrations and text.
--The essays he completed in the latter part of his life are of a piece with his earlier work.
--The testimony was all of a piece with the professor’s version of events. 
Other usages of piece 
--master piece杰作; 杰出的事
--pull to pieces拆开; 撕碎; 批驳得不值一文, 把...批评得体无完肤

--take to pieces(能)拆开; 分析, 仔细推敲; 严厉地批评
--tear to pieces撕碎; 彻底摧毁; 痛斥

--piece together拼凑
5. wrinkle: tighten the skin of the face into lines or folds
--The woman was forty, but looked fifty. Her cheeks were sunken and her skin was wrinkled     and yellow.

     --The skin on her cheeks and around her eyes was beginning to wrinkle.

      --My dress wrinkles easily. 

Other usages: 

--wrinkled her nose in disdain皱鼻子以示不屑

6. in accordance with: in agreement or harmony with

--Students will be criticized or punished if their behavior is not in accordance with school regulations.

--Some young people are self-centered, which is not in accordance with Chinese traditional values.

--act in accordance with the rules根据条例行事

7. elderly: (adj. & n. ) (of) people rather old; past middle age

--to be getting elderly 年纪渐老

--He was rather elderly with grey hair and clear blue eyes.

--Traveling at 97 km/h (60mph), an elderly driver may miss the information he or she needs or may act on the wrong information.

--Most of the residents in the old district are the elderly as their offspring have moved to new residential areas.

8. evidently: obviously; it appears that

--Evidently our living conditions are much better than before.

--He was evidently upset when he learned that he failed in the final examination.

--The stranger approached the microphone, evidently intending to speak.

9. mild: (of people or their manner) gentle and kind; not severe or harsh

--Peter is a mild man, never getting angry easily.

--She has inherited my husband’s mild nature, I’m glad to say.

--The weather is mild today；it is neither hot nor cold.

--He has too mild a nature to get angry, even if he has good cause.

--a mild cheese 味不足的奶酪.

10. spicy: exciting, esp. because of being slightly indecent; containing or tasting like spice 

--You can often read spicy stories about film stars in the local newspapers.

--People from Sichuan province like to eat spicy food.

--spicy criticism辛辣的批评

--a spicy magazine淫秽下流的杂志

11. something of: to some degree

--It’s something of a disadvantage nowadays if you can’t use a computer.

--They haven’t got a loan from the bank, which is something of disappointment.

12.instinct: a tendency that one is born with to behave in a certain way without reasoning or training本能, 一种天生的行为方式

--It is the mother’s instinct to protect her children.

--I knew by instinct that he had come to deliver bad news.

--Trust your instincts and do what you think is right. 相信你的直觉,你认为对的就去做.

Other usages:

--act on instinct凭直觉行动

--We sometimes act on instinct. 我们有时凭直觉而行动。

--by instinct出于本能

--He always knew what time it was, as if by instinct.

--Birds learn to fly by instinct.

--have an instinct for生来就有...的本能, 生性爱好 

--have an instinct for tact and diplomacy在机智和外交方面的天份.

--instinct with充满着...; 受...的鼓舞

--be instinct with life and beauty充满生命和美

--words instinct with love充满爱意的言辞.

13. clap: strike(the inner surface of one’s hands) together

--The noise of conversation rose, and the teacher clapped her hands for silence.

--The audience clapped enthusiastically as the singer stepped on to the stage.

--He clapped his son on the back.
  other usages:  

--clap eyes on看见

--It's many years since I clapped eyes on him. 
14. oddly enough/ strangely enough: used to say that sth. seems strange or surprising[用作插入语]说也奇怪, 最奇怪的是
--Oddly enough, radios still have some market in this TV-dominating era esp. among the elderly people.

--Oddly enough, some of the students don’t know how to log on the internet.

15.sip: drink (sth.), taking a very small amount each time (used in the patterns: sip sth. at/from (sth.))

--Jessica sipped her coffee, listening to the music.

  --He sipped at the glass and then put it down.

  --He lifted the water bottle to his lips and sipped.
16. in a way: to a certain extent but not entirely

--I agree with you in a way, but there are still some areas on which I can’t see eye to eye with you. (看法完全一致)

  --It’s easier for men to get work in a way.

--in a small way少量地; 小规模地, 简朴地

--in a big way大规模地; 豪华地; 隆重地

  --in a great way大规模地; 豪华地; 隆重地

  --in a family way不拘礼节地, 家常随便地, 象一家人一样; 怀孕

  --in a general way一般说来, 大体上

  --in a good way昌盛地, 富裕地

  --in a hundred and one ways千方百计地

  --in a round-about way迂回曲折地; 转弯抹角, 兜圈子

17.with (a) bad (ill) /good grace: unwillingly and rudely/willingly and happily勉强地, 不情愿地 / 高兴地, 欣然地

--After I talked to him for an hour, he admitted his mistake but still with bad grace.

  --My mentor accepted my invitation to the seminar with good grace.

--get into sb.s good graces博得某人的欢心

  --good graces好意, 友意; 宠爱

  --have the grace to (do)有... 的雅量, 爽爽快快地...; 有勇气......

  --in sb.'s good /bad graces受某人照顾[白眼]

  --say grace做饭前祷告

  --with an easy grace态度自若

18. stroke: pass the hand gently over (a surface),usu. several times
--At the sight of her husband getting off the train, the woman walked   

forward and embraced him and stroked his white hair.
--I reached out and stroked the baby’s cheek tenderly.

Other usages: 
--at the stroke of midnight. 午夜钟响时

--on the stroke of three 敲三点的时候
--He was there on the stroke. 他准时到此。

--a stroke of lightning. 一道闪电
--a stroke of luck一次走运
--a stroke of misfortune, 一次不幸
--back stroke仰泳
--breast stroke俯泳, 蛙泳
--over arm stroke自由式游泳
--butterfly stroke蝶泳
--side stroke侧泳
--dash off a picture with a few strokes 几笔就画成一张画
--a stroke of paralysis 中风
--a stroke of genius 天才的一着
--a great stroke of diplomacy 外交上的大成功
--a fine stroke 大成功, 好成绩
--a finishing stroke 最后加工; (决定性的)最后一击; 最后一笔
--You could do it with a stroke of the pen. 你大笔一挥就行了。
19.shave: cut(hair) off one’s face, etc. with a razor; cut or scrape thin slices from the surface of 
--In the Qing dynasty men shaved the front of the head and wore the hair an the back tied in a queue    or pigtail.

--He washed and shaved, then hurried out of the house.
Other usages: 

--shave a meadow. 修剪草坪
--The bus just shaved me by an inch. (擦过) 
20. transparent: allowing light to pass through so that objects behind can be seen clearly

--The cup is made of transparent colored plastic.

--Transparent plastic is often used for packaging foods, enabling the consumer to see the product inside.

21. go broke: have no money; go bankrupt

--Many multinational companies went broke during the financial crisis, not to speak of small businesses.

  --He invested all his money in stocks; unfortunately he made one wrong choice after another and finally went broke.

--go for broke 全力以赴; 孤注一掷       

  --go broke 破产 

  --clean broke身无分文, 一文不名        

  --dead broke身无分文, 一文不名

  --stone broke身无分文, 一文不名           

  --stony broke身无分文, 一文不名

  --[USA] flat broke flat-broke 身无分文, 一文不名

22.hitherto: (fml) until now; until a particular time迄今, 到目前为止

--The Hope Project sent money to students hitherto unable to afford their tuition fees.

--The weather, which had hitherto been sunny and mild, suddenly turned cold. 迄今一直晴朗温暖的天气突然变冷了

--He has hitherto achieved great success in his career.

23.stick to: refuse to abandon or change(sth.)

--Mike, you just tell the cops what you saw; stick to your story.

--The old man stuck to jogging every morning although he was eighty years old.

24.trim: v.defeat; make (sth.) neat or smooth by cutting away  irregular parts

--They were trimmed by 2goals to 3.

--My friend trimmed my hair last week.

--out of trim未准备妥当, 情形不好, 有毛病; 不整齐; (船)一边过重

  --in good [proper] trim准备好; 整齐; 状况很好, 情形好;【航海】很平衡匀称

--trim a budget削减预算

--to trim one's costs节省开支

--trim the trees

--trim oneself up打扮

25. down and out: having no money, home, etc. (在拳击比赛中) 被打倒在地; [喻]筋疲力尽 [喻]失败; 潦倒; 穷困潦倒的人

--When he was down and out, none of his friends gave him a helping hand.

--Shortly after his company was declared bankrupt, the manager became down and out.

26.commit: *do (sth. illegal or wrong) 

--It is illegal to commit violations of the copyright.

--The man was suspected of committing murder.

*To make known the views of (oneself) on an issue: 

--I never commit myself on such issues.

--To bind or obligate, as by a pledge: 

--They were committed to follow orders.  
27. be/go / come (all) to pieces: (of a person) have a breakdown; lose control of oneself破碎, 碎裂; 身体[精神]垮下来; 瓦解, 崩溃

--I was attracted by the story of a housewife who went to pieces as one disaster followed another.

--She nearly went to pieces when she heard that her husband was among those buried in the ruins of the World Trade Center.
28.insane: (informal) very foolish

--an insane laugh;疯笑； 

  --insane babbling. 疯言乱语

  --an insane asylum.疯人院  

  --insane jealousy.疯狂的嫉妒

--You would be insane to refuse the invitation to attend the conference.

--Your plan to walk through the desert on your own is quite insane.
29. drive at: be trying to say

--I have no idea what you’re driving at.

--The teacher didn’t mention the word “cheating” but knew what he was driving at.

      精辟地阐明他的观点

30. current: continuous flow of water or air in a particular direction

--Swimming against the current is energy-consuming.

--Under normal conditions, the ocean currents of tropical Pacific travel from east to west.

--I felt a current of cool air blowing in my face.

Some other usages: 

--He doesn’t like his current job and is planning to quit.
Other usage:

--current events时事

--current leaders.现任领导人

--current negotiations正在进行的谈判  

--current bills and coins流通的钞票和

--current price 

--current fashions流行时尚

31. be taken aback: be shocked or surprised 

--She was taken aback when a man answered the phone.

--I was taken aback when I found my computer was gone.
32. in bad /good condition: in bad/good health

--He is in good condition again after a long holiday.

--In spite of the surgery he is still in bad condition.
33. turn up: arrive; make one’s appearance

--He didn’t turn up until the end of the examination.

--Some students always turn up late for class.
34. funk: (informal) avoid because of fear

--He was given a chance of taking part in the speech contest, but funked it.

--He promised to climb the mountain with us, but he funked it at the last moment.
--funk riding a horse怕骑马

--funk water怕水

--funk a difficulty 逃避困难

35. constitution: condition of a person’s body with regard to health, strength, etc. 体质, 一个人的身体特质

--A boxer must have a strong constitution.

--Having been ill for several years, he has a particularly fragile constitution.

Other usage: 宪法; 法规 

--According to the American Constitution, Presidential elections are held every four years.

  --This is an unwritten constitution惯例

--by constitution天性，体质上 

  --have a good/poor constitution体质好［差］

  --agree with/suit sb, 's constitution适合某人体质［性格］

  --undermine sb.'s constitution(因...)伤害某人身体

36. trifle: a thing, a matter or an activity that has little value or trifles.

--My daughter always wastes her money on trifles.

--The couple often quarreled about some petty trifle connected with the housework.
--a trifle: slightly, very little, somewhat

--George was a trifle awkward with girls but fond of dancing.

--She was a trifle breathless after the run.

37. candid: not hiding one’s thoughts; frank and honest (followed by about, with)

--Let me be absolutely candid with you: your work is not good enough. 

--In private, I gave them my candid opinion. 私下里，我对他们直言相告

--Nancy is candid about the problems she is having with her husband Steve.

Other usage: 

Not posed or rehearsed偷拍的; 未摆好姿势的或事先未安排好的

--a candid snapshot一张偷拍的快照

--candid camera(趁人不备时)快拍用的小照相机  

38.rub: *move one’s hand, an object, etc. backwards and forwards repeatedly on a surface while pressing 

--Coat the shoes with polish上光剂, then rub hard with a soft cloth to give a shine.

--He looked tired and sat rubbing his eyes.

*To irritate; annoy惹恼, 使人不满:

--His laziness was beginning to rub me. 他的懒惰开始激怒我

--rub elbows or rub shoulders: To mix or socialize closely和...接触; 与…密切混合或交往; 并肩, 协力

--diplomats rubbing elbows with heads of state与国家元首交往密切的外交家.
--rub (someone's) nose in (Slang) To bring repeatedly and forcefully to another's attention不断地强制性地引起另一个人的注意.

--rub (someone) the wrong way: To annoy; irritate激怒, 惹怒:

--rub up on: To refresh one's knowledge of复习，温习:

--I have to rub up on my French.
39. vacancy: unfilled position or post; or a place of accommodation that is unfilled or unoccupied.

 空缺, 未被填充或占有的工作、职位或住宿之处

--The company has a vacancy in the accounts department.

--He didn’t want to fill the short-term vacancy in the office.

--Sorry, the vacancy in the office has been filled.

对不起,职员的空缺已有人补上。

--The college has no vacancies for professors.

--two vacancies in the new building新楼的两间空房

--Sorry, we have no vacancies for tonight. 对不起，没空房了。（指旅馆客满）

II. While-reading Activities

Text Study

A. Structure Analysis
Part one:  It is no easy job to judge people, for they aren’t always what they appear to be.

Part two:  Kind and gentle, Edward Burton, a wealthy merchant, appeared as if he could not bear to hurt a fly.

Part three:  As it turned out, Burton was cold-blooded enough to send a friend in need to certain death.

  Part One and Part Two are narrated by “I”, who offers his subjective opinion of Burton’s character judged from his appearance. Yet in Part Three Burton himself takes over the narration to tell what happened between him and a friend in trouble. He sounds cool and objective; just because of this he is shown to be so vicious and so cold-blooded.

    When contrasts abound, it is hard for readers to easily predict what will happen next.

B. Text Analysis

Maugham, the famous British short writer, shows us how powerful contrast is in delineating a person’s character.

    Upon first seeing the title, readers may think: “ Oh. Another story about how people helped their friend in need!” However, when they finish reading it, readers will find it is an entirely different story: Those who appear to be friendly may turn out to be so evil-minded as to be ready to strike a cruel blow at a friend in need.

C. Difficult Sentences:
 1. Unless I had heard the story from his own lips ,I should never have believed that he was capable of such an action . (lines 9-11)

     译：要不是听他亲口讲述这个故事，我根本不会相信他能做出这种事来． 
      unless   1). If…not 如果不
　　　　      2). unless 不能用于虚拟语气

　 例：unless she comes soon ,I’m going without her .          
           = (If she doesn’t come soon,)

 2. I happened on one occasion to be spending a few lays there… (line 18)

     有一次，我正好…要在那里呆几天．
      It happened that we were both staying at the Grand Hotel … (line 24).
      碰巧，我们俩都住在格兰德大酒店． 

     用“It happens that …” 或” One happens to do /be doing …”

      结构翻译下列句子：

　   1).爆炸时碰巧屋子里没人．

　　　It happened that no one was in the house at the time of the explosion.
       2).你还记得他的名字吗？
　　　Do you happen to remember his name?
III. Post-reading Activities

Topics for group discussion:

1. Do you think most people are all of a piece in their life? Cite examples from your experiences to illustrate your point. 

2. How would you prefer to entertain your guests, at home or to a fine restaurant, to a large meal or just enough for everybody to fill their stomach? Which is better in your opinion, friends sharing the cost or one treating the rest when they get together?
3. T helps Ss along through some after-text exercises.
4. T checks on Ss’ home reading.

5. T asks Ss to prepare for the next unit:

  1) do the pre-reading task;

  2) preview Text A.
